Brainstorming as to how to overcome these barriers to parental involvement.

Teacher barriers:
Do not know how to involve parents: 

· Need to involve all staff members into welcoming parents

· End of the year conference

· Call and invite personally

· Meet parents on their terms

· School activities to attend

· Home visits

· Go to the bus stops to meet the parents

Lack confidence in teaching performance and/or ability to confer with others

· Learn from experienced teachers

· Celebrate

· Positive attitude

· Not feeling worthy of NBCT status

· Fake it till you make it!

Parent barriers:

Have negative memories of school:

· Parent/Family night by grade levels

· Science fair

· FAIR Night

· Teacher made cookies

· Drive by breakfast w/ notes concerning students and important announcements

Feel unwelcome, don’t understand the system. Don’t know how to get involved:

· Performances

· Building relationships through notes, phone calls, visits

· Family nights

· Help Fair

· Grade level sessions for parents

· School carnival

· Teachers deliver cookies or goodies to parents

· Drive by breakfasts

· Meals at school with information sessions

Lack child care or transportation

· Teachers need to know how long it takes to ride the bus

· Feed them – make them feel welcome (see some of the suggestions above)
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