Five Characteristics of White Teacher Culture

As a cultural group, white teachers tend to:

1. make assumptions about children and parents of color 

2. Attempt to make their students fit into their own repertoire of experiences

3. Mistakenly identify as cultural differences variations that are not due to culture

4. Use indirect communication when direct is needed
5. Prioritize their own desire to appear “good” when a firm, honest approach is needed
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Recommendations for Improvement

1. Actively seek out teachers who share cultural roots with the student population and create a school building culture that allows teachers to actively engage in conversations, with these teachers serving as mentors in the staffs’ education in cultural differences.  

2. Help white teachers to explore, understand, and embrace their own cultural roots so that they can look beyond the power- laden label of “white” to an understanding of their own immigrant roots.  Include all building teachers in this exploration of personal roots so that teachers of color can also gain a deeper understanding and acceptance of the heritage they carry from their immigrant ancestors.

3. Assist teachers to explore, understand, and embrace the cultures of their students by forming community based family relationships.

4. Examine school and district policies and practices in light of equity and sensitivity to cultural differences.

5. Redefine “highly qualified teacher” to consist of required teacher preparation that includes coursework in social sciences, multi-cultural understanding, and self-exploration, including travel to the countries of their future students’ origins and ESL coursework when possible.  Include professional development for university staff so that they are fully prepared to teach the additional coursewo
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